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—{mportance of Shri Harimandir Ji 


SITUATED a mile away from Patna City 
railway station and 9 miles from Patna Jn., 
Shri Harimandirji where Guru Gobind Singh 
was born on Paus sudi 7th 1723 ( Vikrami 
Samvat) corresponding to December 22, 1666 
A.D., ranks as the second of the four Takhés or 
“thrones” of the Sikh Religion, others being 
the Akal Takht, Amritsar, Keshgarh, Anand- 
pur, and Hazur Sahib in Nanded (Maharashtra) 


The present building was built between 
1954-60 by the efforts of the Sikh Sangat 
through the Managing Committee. The earlier 
building was constructed by Maharaja en i 
Singh early in the 19th century. 
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shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji 
—A biographical Sketch— 


Lhe city of Patna, age upon age, has affected 
the destiny of the whole Indian nation in pro- 
found and ever-new ways. In the early 
centuries, Patliputra spelt the majestic heritage 
of Maharaja Ashok, bringing a matchless 
prestige to the Mauryas. It was the same city 
of Patna again, less than three centuries ago, 
which saw the birth of the great statesman- 
saviour, Guru Govind Singh, 


In another city, equally ancient, there 
lived the great Mughal whose thirst for bully- 
ing was unquenchable and who rampaged 
scores of little princedoms which India then 
had. He profited from the dissensions and 
strife of the Rajas and felt no qualms in over- 
running shrines and temples. History looked 
helplessly around for a saviour, and true to 
his word | 
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Wot aH Ust JH AGH | 
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GH? AIS aA HS Gurds [isall 
On this hallowed ground where the Hari- 
mandir stands, there was born in the winter of 
1666 Guru Gobind Singh who was to take upon 
himself the terrible task of stemming the rising 
tide of oppression. 
A life as eventful as his is impossible to 
compress into short space and only a passing 
glimpse can be given about the phenomenon 


‘that was Guru Gobind Singh. Six years of his 


childhood were spent in Patna. According to 


the chronicles a Hindu devotee, Pandit Shiva 


Dutt and three Muslim noblemen and divines 
Nawab Rahim Bux, Pir Arif Din and Syed 
Bhikhan Shah, discovered in the child a tran- 
scendental ight and became his admirers. The 
local chieftain Raja Fateh Chand, and his 


eonsort became so devoted that they consec- 


rated to him their palace where stands today 
the Maini Sangat Gurdwara. 

From childhood days, young Gobind Rai— 
as he was then named—displayed a remarka- 
ble degree of leadership and inelin:tion 
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towards the arms. His father, Guru Teg 
Bahadur, toured Bengal and Kamrup provinces 
over a number of years and ultimately return- 
ed with the family to Anandpur, a township of 
his own making, nestling in the Shivalik Hills 
of the Punjab. The most formative part of | 
Guru Gobind Singh’s life was spent at Anand- 
pur, a place within a short distance of the 
modern Bhakra dam. 

How this young child, habe, Jeske 
eyed, nimble and bold, took up alife of strife 
and sacrifice is a startling story. When he 
was nine, one day he found his father, Guru 
Teg Bahadur, in deep thought and asked him 
what had gone wrong. The saintly Guru said 
that a group of Brahmins from _ troublous 
Kashmir had travelled to Anandpur to beg him 
to save them from tyranny and forcible conver- 
sions. Their choice was either to renounce 
their religion and embrace the rulers’ faith or 
to face death. The. Guru said a crisis of this 
nature does always require the supreme sacri- 


fice of a holy man. Thereupon, the young boy 


daclared “But father, who could be more holy 
than you ?” 
That made’ up the mind: ‘of Guru Teg 


Bahadur and he sent an emissary to the court 
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of Delhi, with the message that if the Emperor 
succeeds in converting him, others will follow 
suit. Soon enough the summons came. In 
Delhi, Guru Teg Bahadur pleaded with Aurane¢- 
zeb to desist from violence and bigotry; but 
allin vain. The Guru was put to the sword in 
Chandni Chowk, where the Sees Ganj Gur- 


dwara now stands. 
This monstrous episode would have spurred 


a lesser man to immediate electrifying action, 
with disastrous results But the young boy of 
barely ten years who succeeded to the Gaddi, 
did not act in haste. For many years Guru 
Gobind Singh retired into the dreary fastnesses 
of the Shivalks. There he engaged himself 
in meditation, literary pursuits, a deep study 
of the epics and indeed launched a voyage of 
discovery of the heroic past. This was perhaps a 

the most prolific period of his life and it is | 
here that he collected a number of poets and 

scholars, and with their assistance, ran 

through the whole range of epic literature in 

Sanskrit and Persian. Though the gift of 

poetry in him was hereditary, the young Guru 

soon developed a style in Hindi poetry which, ae 
for its matchless cadence, has remained unsur- 

passed. His soul-stirring compositions gave a 
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new electrifying effect te the simple peasants. 
Listen to this from the “Akal Ustat :— 
Bat sa A eG Bus fe a 
as ofu@ ua fonts safe | 
az fefe@ ule wn AHeS 
Sa au usa aefeei 
am «6G C6fafuns HH doa 
MH dt wA AH SA fasted? Il 
Hts avd nS Ba AS 
fas UH we fsa dt us uted Il 


Guruji devoted thought to diagnosing the 
disease which the subject community suffered 


from. He realised thatthe centuries-old 


subjugation had demoralised them and had 
made them incapable of any superb physical 
or mental exertion. The average man had 
developed a complex of inferiority in relation 
to the ruling race. It was this prostration — 
and defeatism which was most galling to him. 


Thus, the circumstances gave this ninth 
successor of Guru Nanak a tremendous respon- - 
sibility, which he was to bear with such 
distinction. The whole of India, precariously 
embattled, lay like acripple. The passivity of 
the subject community was matched only by 
the blood-stained fanaticism of the rulers of the 
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time. Changing centuries-old psychology - was 
by no means an easy task. Nothing could be 
achieved by mere tinkering with prevailing 
customs and j ractices, or modifying them. What 
was necessary was a total break-away from the 
past, a boldness of conception and steadfastness, 


which would transform a nation into warrior- 


saints. 

At last the day came, as spring was yielding 
place to summer in the year 1699, he convened 
on the celebrated Baisakhi day, a mammoth 
assembly of the Sikhs to offer a desperate 
remedy for the desperate malady then prevail- 
ling. Clad in saffron, the tall figure of the Guru 
emerged from the tent at the height of the 
ceremonies. In his hand he held a naked sword 
and in a stentorian voice he addressed the 
gathering and demanded a human head. This 
strange, sudden gesture cast gloom on the 
assemblage. Then, one man stood up and said 
his head is at the feet of the Guru. This was 
Daya Ram of Lahore. Guru Gobind Singh 
took him inside the tent. There was a thud, 
as of a fallen head... A chill ran through the 
crowd, The Guru came out with blood-stained 
sword and once again asked for another 
sacrifice. - | ao 
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One after another, he took five men in, In 
each case a sickening thud followed their dis- 
appearance into the tent. The climax was yet to. 
come. After a while, all the five men, dressed 
in saffron robes, appeared kefore the enthralled 
assembly, emitting a strange, unspeakable glow.. 
These were the Five Beloved Ones-Pan) Piaras- 
who offered their lives for their Faith and 
country. | 


In a short address the Guru assured that 
life lived in constant fear of a possible invader 
wno would plunder their homes, outrage their 
women and bring humiliation was worse than 
death. Dedication of life to ensure freedom of 
faith was all important. 


This novel act of the Guru was the starting 
point ofa transformation. He prepared AMRIT 
and baptized the Five Beloved Ones and then 
begged them to initiate Him in the same way. 
This practical demonstration of true demo- 
cracy remains unrivalled. He created a frater- 
nity of fearless individuals, dedicated to a 
cause. He rejected caste distinction and fearand 
infused a steel discipline, by emphasizing the 
inculcation of character and integrity, symbo- 
lized in the KHSHAS, chastity symbolised in 
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the wearing of KACHH, tidiness of which the 
COMB was the symbol, of restraint and 
humility symbolised in KAKA and Dharma 
symbolised in the AJRPAWN for the protection 
of honour and faith. These are the five 


famous K’s which the Khalsa has to own tn 


order to tread the path laid by the Guru. 


Today, in an age that appears to be testing 


all established faiths and when the crisis of 


character 1s deepening, it is necessary more 
than ever before not only to wear the symbols 
but to live upto their real significance and to 
set an example of casteless society, without 
exploitation and oppression of truth, humility 
and sacrifice. Guru Gobind Singh seemed to 
wear life itself rather like a robe, assumed 
lightly and casually, serving as a mantle 
around the soul. 


Through the two centuries in which the 
first nine Gurus had preached love of mankind 
and unity of religions, the time had now come 
for the Sikhs to engage in political action that 
all the preceding Gurus had _ deliberately 
shunned. This was however a fight for Truth 
and Freedom. In His own words, which He 
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addressed to the Emperor Aurangzeb in 
Persian ; | 
ETC SS 3 odbdD od j! as oy 52 
KD phtindd AY yO yy eet (JSbo 

Of all changes in ths Sikh Faith wrought 
by generations, none is more striking than this 
transformation of simple peasantsinto dauntless 
Warriors. Aurangzeb had watched with grow- 
ing concern the power of the Sikhs and he sent 
an army to help crush them. In the ensuing 
conflict, the most memorable is the one in 
which two tsen-age sons of Guru Gobind 
Singh fell fighting the Mughal army, In 
another skirmish, the two younger sons, 
“orawar Singh and Fateh Singh and_ the 
Guru’s old mother, were separated and captur- 
ed by the Nawab of Sirhind. No amount of 
persuation however could subdue them to 
accept the Nawab’s dictate that they renounce 
their faith. They firmly declared that their 
father the Guru would destroy all evil and 
bigotry. Finally, the Nawab ordered them to 
be bricked alive. Their old grand-mother 
Mata Gujari died of shock. 

In 1707, Aurangzeb died in the Deccan, and 
‘Bahadur Shah, who as Prince Muazim had 


es Si Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


www.archive.org/details/namdhari 
© ( 10.) 


met and cherished admiration for Guru Gobind 
Ningh, succeeded to the throne. But this. 
friendship was not to last, as in the Deccan 
journey the Emperor urged Guru Gobind 
Singh to direct battle against the Marathas 
but the Guru declined, saying that he had 
never fought, nor will ever fight, wars of 
aggression. His war was for defence. His only 
ambition was the triumph of righteousness 


eu fae aa Hfa fed 
HS QdHs 3 ANT B Sd 

6 3d wd A ae afte od 
fond ad must ats ad 

ma fad d mus dt Ho a— 
fea BBs UW TS 38 Gud 
aa wT at wefa faete 3d 
ws dt de HH 3a as Hd I 

The Guru, in the course of his journey 
South, met Lachman Das, a recluse, who was. 
widely known for his tantrik powers. This 
Lachman Das later became the fiery disciple, 
Banda Bahadur, about whom Dr. Rabindranath. 
Tagore sang in his celebrated poetical works. 


In 1708, at Nander, a Pathan assaulted Guru 
Gobind Singh and inflicted a mortal wound. 
His: Samadhi is a sacred place of pilgrimage in 
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the Deccan. When giving up his mortal coil, 
the Guru called all the Sikhs and declared that 
the holy Granth Sahib will henceforth be their 
guide and Guru. Thus, the scripture, direct 


from the mouth of the Gurus, succeeded the 
tenth Guru. 


The mighty empire of the Mughals lay 
crumbling when Guru Gobind Singh died. To him 
success or failure in battle wasno consideration. 
The fact that he fought colossal armies and 
infused a spirit of passionate defence of faith 
and righteousness was his greatest achieve- 
ment. This strange but simple fact is the 
essential source of Sikh inspiration. A saint, 
a warrior, a scholar and a reformer of amazing 
steel and stamina, ke did not flinch at having 
Jest his father, mother and all the four sons. 
He took upon Himself the ceaseless task 
which, fer three centuries, his predecessors had 
perfoi1 med— the task of defining and defending 
the religion of God, a direct and practical reli- 
gion, which holds Liberty, Truth and Truthful 
[nving as its dearest principles. Guru Gobind 
Singh did not leave his followers a kingdom; 
but he laid the foundation of the Sikh valour, 
jatense nationa ism, a casteless social order 
which enabled the Sikhs to withstand terrible 
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onslaught through the succeeding decades and 
produced such sacrifice which according to the 
late Deshbandhu C. F. Andrews were like 
hundreds of crucifixion. | 


SACRED RELICS 
Guru Gobind Singh was born at the place 
preserved inside the marble room where the 
Golden Palki is kept. Other sacred relics are = 
(1) A Volume of Shri Guru Granth Sahib re- 
verently called ‘‘Bare-Sahib” bearing the — 
autograph of Shri Guru Gobind Singh. 
(2) A contemporary oil painting of Shri Guru 
Gobind Singh, called ‘Chhabi Saheb’ 
(3) Cradle (pangura Sahib) gold plated, used. 
for the child-Guru. | 
(4) Dagger worn by the child-Guru. 
(5) Arrows, 4, used by the child Guru. 
(6) Goli, Chakras, Khanda, tiger-claw dagger, 
comb, sandals of ivory—all used by the 
child-Guru. 
(7) Sandalwood models of Shri Guru Tex 
Bahadur. | - 
(8) A weaving frame of Bhakta Kabir. 
(9) Album of photostat copies of the Hukum- 


namas (sacred i saan of. Guru saree 
Singh. 
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OTHER IMPORTANT GURDWARAS 


The place where the Harimandir stands 
was, during the 17th Century, known as the 
haveli of Salus Rai Johari. It is said that 
Shri Guru Nanak Dev, the first Guru of the 
Sikhs came to Patna and stayed here for many 
months. Then the ninth Guru, Shri Guru Teg 
Bahadur, came and first camved at a place 
near the River Ganga, now known as_ the 
Gaighat Gurdwara, but later shifted with 
family to the haveli. On his return from 
Assam, long after the birth of Shri Guru 
Govind Singh, Guru Teg Bahadur camped in 
an orchard which came to be known hence- 
forward as ‘Guru Ka Bagh’ 

x | x x 


The child Guru used to play at a local 


chieftain’s place and the childless Rani wel-. 


comed him as her own son and became a 
devotee, She used to serve boiled gram to the 
child Guru and his team-mates. Here we have 
the “Maini Sangat Gurdwara” still serving 
boiled gram to visitors. 
x x x 

Among Guru Gobind Singh’s earliest devo- 

tees was Pt. Shiva Dutt who used to bathe 
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‘daily in the Ganga and meditate on its banks. 
He asked the child-Guru many a questions on 
the way to attain salvation and realise God 
and marvelled at the profundity of answers 


Guru Gobind Singh gave him. The spot thence 
forward came to be known as Gurdwara 


Gobind Ghat. 
x x x 
Eventually, when Guru Gobind Singh left 


Patna for the Punjab, the first halt was in 
Dinapur village where an old woman prepared 


“Khichri,’ in an earthen pot and brought it to 
the child-Guru. Not only he but all his 


entourage partook of the meal, yet ihe pot was 


notemptiead. Thisis now “Gurdwara Handi 


Sahib ’. 
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Hints for the Visitors 


Visitors may kindly deposit their shoes, 
used socks, sticks and umbrellas in 
the care of the Sewadar in the hut- 
ment free of charge. 


Visitors will please keep their heads 
covered all the time they are inside 
the Harimandir. 


Tobacco in any form (cigarettes, biris,. 
etc) or liquor must not be carried into 
the sacred precincts; chewing of pan 
is not allowed. 


Visitors are requested to wash their 
feet at the taps provided near the 
steps. 
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